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River Watch Riffles
How is your River Watch data
being used?
Save the Date!
We are excited to
announce that our 2017
Training will take place
in October this year! We
will send out registration
and location information
soon. If you know of any
interested individuals,
please send us their
contact information so we
can include them on our
training list for the Fall.
Many of you have asked
about our upcoming
training, and we thank
you for your continued
patience!

Every year, both chemical and biological or bug data
is used to implement Colorado’s Water Quality Control
Act (CWQCA). River Watch provided data to the
Water Quality Control Division and Commission who
were focused on the South Platte Basin last June and
this June are focused on the San Juan, Gunnison and
Dolores Basins. During each annual hearing, the
Water Quality Control Commission makes decisions
regarding use designations (like drinking water,
aquatic life, recreation and agriculture) on rivers,
lakes and reservoirs in the relevant basins. Proposals
are also considered to change some standards or
criteria that protect those uses. Proposals can be
submitted by anyone but most often are submitted by
those needing to discharge water to our rivers.
River Watch data is used to assess potential impacts
from proposals as well to assess attainment of aquatic
life uses. You can find results of the South Platte
hearing) here or attend this June's hearing in Durango
on June 12th. This is an example of how your data
makes a difference to Colorado Rivers and aquatic
life. Many diverse entities use your data to make
informed decisions, thank you for all you do!
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Meet our River Watch interns, and learn
why they are the absolute best! In this
year’s edition of....

THE Intern Corner!

Kelsi Antonelli
Kelsi is an avid outdoorswoman, hard-worker,
and science enthusiast. As our CPW intern,
Kelsi crafts our Watershed Reports, and also
does some work in the field, testing nearby lakes
for harmful algae. She is planning to attend
graduate school to become a biologist. Thank
you Kelsi!

Zaira Ventura
Zaira has been an indispensible member of the
River Watch team for over a year. She helps
manage our equipment, enters unknown data,
and assists with mailings. Zaira’s favorite part of
her internship is working in the lab. A recent
graduate, she hopes to pursue a career in water
resources. Thank you Zaira!

Staying…Current!
River Watch staff members Barb and Michaela are
working tirelessly to bring you a new and updated
River Watch Database! The link to the updated
database will go live on our all-new website later
this Spring. We are so excited about this entirely
new database, which will make it easier for you to
upload and interact with your data.
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Equipment and Sampling Reminders
! Please remember to clean your equipment. Plastic bottles and glassware
should be cleaned a few times a year. Soak the plastic items in a shallow
bath of nitric acid rinse (36 drops nitric acid in 500ml deionized water) for 2
hours and then thoroughly rinse two times with deionized water. Glassware
should be cleaned with laboratory glass cleaner and a brush, and then
thoroughly rinsed two times with deionized water.
! Nutrient samples must remain cold at all times. Keep nutrient samples in
the refrigerator until shipping. Pack the samples in your cooler with enough
ice or blue ice to keep them cold for several days. Nutrient samples should
only be shipped on a Monday or Tuesday. Please send metals samples
separately.
! Is your pH meter misbehaving? Soak the pH probe in KCl solution for 24
hours if your meter is giving you trouble or your readings drift. This will often
revitalize the probe and stabilize readings. Also try switching out your
buffers. Please contact us if you are still having trouble.

THANK YOU!
Thank you, River Watch volunteers. Our
diverse teams of volunteers come from all
corners of the state and unite to ensure
Colorado has healthy rivers and streams for
generations to come. Your hard work truly
makes a difference, and on behalf of all of the
staff here at River Watch, we are grateful!
Sam Gilbertson,
Community Outreach Coordinator
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